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Beatification Anniversary
The date is April 16, 1978 – 80 years, 
two months, and 14 days since Catherine 
Kasper passed away.

In Rome, Pope Paul VI stands 
before the congregation 
at St. Peter’s Basilica 
– including 125 
American-based 
members of the Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus 
Christ – to bring a 
conclusion to a study 
that has lasted 50 
years.  The one they 
call “Mother Mary” 
has been beatified.

A cabinet with records 
of intense investigation 
contains a portfolio of 600 
pages and 10 folders with 1,200 
pages – all bearing testimony to the 
extraordinary work Kasper left behind 
when she died.

This includes “the examination of the 
miracle,” a prerequisite to become 
beatified.  The miracle in question is the 
miraculous recovery of Mother Herluka 
from tubercular meningitis, as well as 
many extraordinary answers to prayer.  
Just one year prior, Pope Paul VI gave 
his approval for the beatification of 
Kasper, a title one step removed from 
canonization, or “sainthood.”

The Sisters still refer to this day as “the 
second miracle of Mother Mary.”

At this time, recalls Sister Nora Hahn, 
Provincial, there was great division 
between the Poor Handmaids in 

Germany and those in America.

Little communication existed 
between the two sides, 

due in great part to the 
fallout of World War II.

“From 1938-1945, we 
had no connection 
with Germany,” said 
Sister Mary Conrad 
Kirchhoff, one of the 
foremost authorities 

in the United States 
on the life of Catherine 

Kasper.  “We grew up on 
our own in some ways, but 

we never lost sight of who 
she was.”

It was at the beatification that many of 
the American Sisters first met the other 
Poor Handmaids, helping to reconnect 
the different divisions of the order.

“It was the first time we met our Sisters 
and got to know them as persons,” said 
Sister Nora.  “It was the first time that 
we really appreciated that we were an 
international congregation and all that 
can mean.

“Thirty years later we have Sisters 
from America, India, Germany, Kenya, 
Brazil…we truly are international, and I 
think it stems from this.”

(Anniversary, continued on page 3)

http://www.poorhandmaids.org/
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The Nazareth Home
Physical and emotional 
abuse!  Drug-addiction! 
Neglect!  Abandonment!  
Imagine working in a 
Prenatal Unit at a hospital, 
and every day you see 
more and more babies 
born to substance abusing 
or HIV-positive mothers.  

What would you be called to do?  “How can we help?  
How can the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ respond 
to this crisis in our community?”  These questions 
kept playing through Sister Kathleen Quinn’s mind in 
1993 as she searched for answers.  The answer lay in 
the teachings of Blessed Catherine Kasper, to listen 
attentively, and respond courageously!

At the same time, the Lake County Department of 
Public Welfare (now the Family and Social Services 
Administration), was seeing the same developing 
crisis.  Sister Kathleen contacted DPW administrators, 
and other religious communities whom she believed 
would respond to the growing crisis.  All agreed that 
something had to be done, and that these children 
required special care…24/7 intensive care, access to 
a hospital in times of crisis, and a special sensitivity 
for their medically-fragile state.  Foster care was the 
answer, but not the traditional institutions.

Many people and organizations were, indeed, willing 
to help.  John Birdzell, the administrator of St. 
Catherine’s at the time, agreed to provide a house 
that would become Nazareth Home.  Set in a quiet 
residential neighborhood adjacent to the hospital, it 
fit the criterion as a home, not an institution.  Several 
other religious communities joined the PHJCs, 
including the Franciscans, the Sisters of St. Joseph, 
and the Sisters of Our Lady of Victory, contributing 
start-up costs, furniture, beds, linens, dishes…all the 
necessities of a home, as well as volunteers.

But one thing everyone knew was that fear could kill 
the idea faster than a shot from a gun!  If potential 
foster parents and the community at-large were not 
onboard, Nazareth Home would not be a success.  
Town hall-type meetings, community education 

Nazareth Home

Attentive Listening…A Courageous Response!
sessions, and door-to-door visiting with neighbors 
helped to break the ice.  Neighbors and community 
residents who were once fearful because of the lack 
of knowledge about caring for children who may have 
been exposed to the HIV virus began to embrace the 
mission and presence of Nazareth Home.

With the arrival of twins, Anthony and Andrew, 
Nazareth Home was in business!  Nazareth’s very first 
volunteer, Brother Bob Overland, FS quickly became 
a fixture, visiting daily after work.  Toni Shropshire, 
then Vice President for Marketing and Community 
Affairs at St. Catherine’s, developed the first training 
program for volunteers that led to what we know 
today as “the cuddlers”—volunteers who mainly come 
to lend a hand and a set of loving arms to cuddle the 
babies in residence.

Bruce Hillman, former Director of the Department of 
Public Welfare, recalls that the Welfare Department 
had great hopes for this partnership from the beginning.  
“We felt that the key to the success of this was to have 
the Sisters, or the director, as the actual foster mother.  
That helped to eliminate some of the “institutional-feel” 
that could have been associated with Nazareth Home.  
In addition, the proximity to the hospital was a big help!  
Nazareth Home helped to break down some of the fear 
that potential foster parents and the community had 
about caring for medically fragile children.”  That was 
fifteen years ago!

Sister Fidelis Roels, OLVM became the first foster 
mother and director at Nazareth Home.  She was 
succeeded in 1997 by Sister Barbara Kuper, PHJC 
who is in her 11th year as the foster mother and 
director.  The most recent count of Nazareth Home 
children stands at 115.

Intensive care for babies with unique medical needs 
has gone beyond the causes of substance abuse and 
HIV to include infants and children who are failing to 
thrive in their homes.  Physical and emotional abuse, 
neglect, and abandonment have taken their toll on 
very young children in our community, but many have 
found warm hearts and loving arms at Nazareth Home.  

(Attentive Listening, continued on page 5)
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Special Feature

There is approximately a total 
of 750 Poor Handmaids in 
nine countries – United States, 
Germany, England, Kenya, Brazil, 
Mexico, India, the Netherlands, and 
Nigeria – spanning five continents.

Most of the growth, according 
to Sister Nora, is taking place in 
poor areas, much like Catherine 
Kasper’s home of Dernbach, 
Germany was when she started the 
Poor Handmaids.

“It makes me proud to be a part of 
a family she started, and I’m an old 
lady now,” said Sister Conrad.  “I 
look at our younger people and I 
look at them with joy.  It’s growing.  
It’s not stopping because I’m old.  
We’ve grown so much.”

April, 2008 will have been 30 years 
since Catherine Kasper became 
known as “Blessed,” and over 110 
years since her death.

It’s a long time, certainly, but the 
admiration the Poor Handmaids 
have for their Mother Mary has not 
diminished a bit.

“When I talk about her, I just get a 
sense of joy,” said Sister Conrad.  
“I would love to have met her.  
But I’ve seen her in so many of 
my Sisters.  I’m sure I’ve seen her 
in them.  I’ve lived with a lot of 
wonderful women who have been 
an inspiration to me.

“The difference between Catherine 
Kasper and the other remarkable 
people of that time is that she was 
determined to help people help 
themselves.  She had a great deal of 
care for God and for her neighbor.”

Sister Virginia Kampwerth, 
Provincial Councilor, recalls the 
story of how the Poor Handmaids 
came to America.

“It’s because of Catherine Kasper 
that we’re here today and we’re 
continuing God’s work,” said 
Kampwerth.  “It’s because she 
responded to immigrants who 
asked for German-speaking Sisters 
to go to the U.S.”

Responding to the request of 
Bishop Luers, who was in charge 
of the Fort Wayne Diocese at the 
time, Kasper sent eight of the 100 
or so volunteers to America to help 
address the need in Fort Wayne.

“Because of Catherine Kasper 
saying ‘Yes, I’ll send some Sisters 
to the U.S.,’ our ministries are here 
today and continue the good works 
Jesus asks us to do – teach, heal the 
sick, and care for one another,” said 
Sister Virginia.

To Sister Virginia, the beatification 
of Catherine Kasper is merely a 
reflection of her selflessness in her 
quest to help those around her.

“It means to me that Catherine 
Kasper said ‘yes’ to God every 
day of her own life,” said Sister 
Virginia.  “She was a woman of 
courage, of willingness to help 
people around her.”

“The fact she is called ‘Blessed’ 
means, in the eyes of the Church, 
in her own life calling and way she 
gave an example that is extraordi-
nary of what one life can mean.”

-	James Drzewiecki, Men’s Sports 
Information Director, Ancilla 
College

(Anniversary, continued from 
page 1)

Through Word Gathering we 
attempt to keep the reader 
aware of the PHJC mission 
by providing factual and 
timely information, sharing 
experiences and happenings, 
creating awareness and 
participation, challenging others 
to take action on issues and 
communicating the image of the 
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ.
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Our Values
In Action

Men’s Soccer team player visiting 
with a CKLC resident

Our Values in Action

Course Related Service
•  Education (math) helped teacher and tutored 

children in math 
•  Nursing observed the needs and services provided 

at Sojourner Truth House, Gary, Indiana 
•  Nursing helped care for the babies at Nazareth 

Home, East Chicago, Indiana and collected baby 
supplies 

•  Nursing managed booths and answered questions 
at Walkerton, Indiana Health Fair 

•  Nursing prepared and gave health presentation at 
Oregon Davis Elementary School, Hamlet, Indiana 

•  Science classes and staff studied and researched to 
provide information to PHJC Natural Resources 
and Flat Lake Watershed Group 

•  Sophomore Seminar students volunteered 20 hours 
at a not-for-profit agency of their choice 

•  Success Lab volunteers tutored Ancilla College 
students 

•  Phi Theta Kappa collected donations for a variety 
of agencies and causes to 
help others in need: Boys and 
Girls Club, food pantries in 
Marshall & Starke Counties, 
Locks of Love, Better World 
Books, United Way, Muscular 
Dystrophy, Sojourner Truth 
House, Ancilla Families at 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and 
Easter 

Team Related Service
•  Women’s Basketball donated gate money to Breast 

Cancer Research to help raise awareness of breast 
cancer 

•  Women’s Basketball collected food at games for 
food pantry to help those in need 

•  Women’s Softball adopted a classroom at 
Walkerton Elementary School to raise awareness 
of Ancilla College and to give back to the 
community 

•  Women’s Softball scheduled “Walkerton 
Elementary Day” for a home game

•  Women’s Volleyball served and cleaned-up 
at Alumni Fish Fry to help Ancilla’s Alumni 
Association

•  Women’s Volleyball picked up cones, raked and 
cleaned a person’s yard 

•  Men’s Basketball taught skills to children at the 
Boys and Girls Club 

•  Men’s Basketball coached youth basketball games 
at the Boys and Girls Club 
•  Men’s Basketball engaged in 
wood cutting projects – doing 
physical work to help others 
•  Men’s Soccer Team members 
each visited with a resident 
at Catherine Kasper Home, 
Donaldson, Indiana
•  Men’s Baseball played ball 
with students in the Joint 
Educational Services in Special 
Education program (JESSE) 

Over the course of the 2007-2008 academic year, members of Ancilla College 
have undertaken a great number of activities in an effort to live out the 
mission and values of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ.

Faculty, staff, and students – either through group or individual efforts – have 
become involved in a wide variety of ways, many of which are listed below.

Ancilla College Is Dedicated to 
Helping Others
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We Love Getting Mail

We welcome your comments and suggestions 
about Word Gathering.  If you would like to  
contact us, please send your thoughts to:

Word Gathering, 
P.O. Box 1,  Donaldson, IN 46513

~or~
E-mail: julied@poorhandmaids.org

On any given day or evening, dedicated volunteers 
join Sister Barbara and her staff for cuddling or 
playing with the babies, or perhaps feeding them, or 
rocking a baby to sleep.

In the fifteen years since its founding, many in the 
community have embraced Sister Barbara and the 
children at Nazareth!  Very few weekends pass 
without invitations to parties and other activities in the 
community, visits to a pumpkin patch, or to see the 
Easter Bunny, or Santa Claus.  These are the things 
that make up childhood memories, and Sister Barbara 
and her staff strive to make sure that the children at 
Nazareth Home have the same wonderful childhood 
memories as any other child.  When a child leaves, 
whether it’s to return to their rehabilitated family, to be 
adopted, or to go to another foster home, each leaves 
with their own memory book filled with candid photos 
of their progress, and their foster family and siblings at 
Nazareth Home.

As a licensed foster home, the State of Indiana 
provides a minimal daily stipend to assist with the 
care of the children.  However, due to the substantial 
medical costs associated with the care for these 
children, the state stipend covers only a small portion 
of the actual expenses incurred.  One only has to 
hold a baby in her arms, or become enchanted with 
the baby’s smile, to answer the call for a courageous 
response to the ongoing needs at Nazareth Home.  
Over the years, their unique needs have inspired 
many to respond courageously…volunteers, staff, 
organizations, churches and congregations, donors…
some were expected, but many more have been 
delightfully unexpected!

One donor stepped forward to create an endowment. 
The Olga C. and William H. Brinkman Fund is held 
at the Legacy Foundation to support the operation of 
Nazareth Home.  This donor’s inspired philanthropy 
has motivated others to join with us to build the 
endowment to three million dollars!  Others have 
shared their generosity through substantial gifts, both 
monetary and everyday necessities, from diapers 
to baby formula, and a variety of personal care 
needs.  Every person has worked in their own way 
to ensure that the mission and vision that bespeak 
Nazareth Home is sustained for the benefit of a future 
generation of children with fragile medical conditions 
because of abuse or neglect.  As we mark this 15th 
anniversary year, we gratefully acknowledge everyone 
whose gifts, great or small, respond to the needs of 
Nazareth Home—whether for today or next year!

-	Renae Brantley, Regional Director of Development 
Services, Ancilla Systems, Inc. and External Relations

(Attentive Listening, continued from page 2)

Our Values in Action/Nazareth Home

Collaborative Service
•  Success Lab donated blood at blood drive 
•  Ancilla College purchased hats, boots, and gloves 

for each Angel Tree child at Oregon Davis 
Elementary School 

•  PHJC Ministry Center Re-gifting – collected 
Christmas gifts to donate to Sojourner Truth 
House 

•  Phi Theta Kappa, Freshman Seminar, and others 
worked in storage barn to organize supplies at 
Sojourner Truth House 

•  Graduation Class and others collected children’s 
books to contribute to the “Read to Me” project 
created by alum Marie Albertson 

-	Sister Carleen Wrasman and James Drzewiecki, 
Ancilla College
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Mexico

Sister Silveria studying Sister Lucy Megaro helps 
Sister Amalia with her 
language studies

(New Culture, continued on page 7)

New Culture — New Language
Chicago, with the novena, folklore, sharing the faith 
and the great love we have in common for our Virgin 
of Guadalupe.  The Christmas celebrations were quite 
different from how we celebrate in Mexico.

This experience has enriched me greatly.  I am grateful 
for this and other experiences yet to come.

And from Sister Amalia:  Here are my first impressions 
of the United States.  The first moment I set foot in 
the USA was very impressive, to see all the power, the 
wealth, the culture and especially the large buildings 
of Chicago.

To be in the Motherhouse for the first time was 
incredible.  I find it difficult to explain, but to get to 

meet each Sister, in 
their various ministries 
and share in prayer 
with them was very 
gratifying.  It is easy 
to see the unity and 
spirituality we have as 
Poor Handmaids of Jesus 
Christ, following the 
day by day inspiration of 
our foundress, Blessed 
Catherine, to continue 
serving the poor. 

My main objective in being in the United States is 
language study (English), which for me is a tremen-
dous challenge and takes a lot of energy.  But I have 
the willingness to learn in order to communicate with 
my Sisters, and being a part of an international congre-
gation, I know this is very important.  I thank God and 
my Sisters for this opportunity, for their support and 
confidence in me that I can learn this language.

I thank God daily for my presence here and the 
capacity to expand my vision about the culture.  I am 
able to better understand the American Sisters who 
live in Mexico.

One observation is that many people here in the USA 
are materialistic.  This is sad to see, but it is the reality.

Part of the reality of being an international congregation 
is Sisters living in a culture different from their own and 
learning another language.  Many of our Sisters have 
already experienced this and below are the reflections 
of two of our Mexican members.  Both Sisters Silveria 
and Amalia have recently spent several months in 
the United States, living in community and studying 
English so as to participate more fully in province 
matters and on an international level.  Here is their 
reflection on their first experiences in the United States:

From Sister Silveria Rodríguez:  This was my first 
visit to the United States, and it was unforgettable. The 
opportunity I had to visit, pray with, know and live 
with the Poor Handmaid Sisters was very gratifying.

To see each Sister 
serving the poor in 
her ministry was very 
contagious for me.  I 
felt the spirit of our 
foundress who guides us 
to love the poor of our 
world today.

As for my studies in 
learning the English 
language, I feel that I took maximum advantage in the 
States and continue learning here in Mexico.  I realize 
the great importance of this for the congregation on 
the provincial level and the international level.

Before I had great difficulty in communicating with 
the Sisters who couldn’t speak Spanish, even with the 
simple question, “How are you?”  I was afraid to say 
even that, and I couldn’t respond when they asked me.

Living with Sisters of another culture has enriched 
me so much, and this is what happened to me in the 
United States.

I have come to understand more the American Sisters 
with whom I share and live with in Mexico.  And I 
also appreciate more my own culture.

It was a great opportunity to celebrate the feast of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe with Hispanics in a parish in 
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Mexico

Sister Edith  with a member of the 
publicity team

(New Culture, continued from page 6)

PHJCs Participate in National Encounter in 
Coatzacoalcos

I had the opportunity to participate in Holy Week 
celebrations, but due to the snow I was not able to 
share in the live Stations of the Cross.  Here, even the 
spring is so very cold, in contrast to Mexico.

Everything has a reason for being, and while I came 
for language study I learned so much more than I 
could have imagined.  I am grateful for your support, 

understanding and for all the opportunities yet to come.  
May God cover you with blessings.  Thank you.

Both Sisters Amalia and Silveria continue to expand 
their language skills.  If any of our readers would like 
to pick up Spanish, and get to know another culture, 
you are invited to come and join us in Mexico. 

-	Sister Amalia Conde, PHJC, Sister Silveria Rodríguez, 
PHJC with Sister Deborah Davis, PHJC

The tiny diocese of Coatzacoalcos, 
Veracruz, hosted the national 
encounter of Comunidades 
Eclesiales de Base (Christian Base 
Communities) February 26 to 
March 1, 2008.  What a hope-filled 
experience of Church Alive!

Even though only five of 
the twenty-seven parishes in 
Coatzacoalcos have Comunidades 
Eclesiales de Base (CEB), the 
group received the total support of 
our local bishop, Rutilo Muñoz,  
and from the diocese at large.

The process of preparation began 
with a Missioning Eucharist in 
December of 2005, and included 
the arduous work of formation and 
organizing on the part of the CEB 
and 15 parishes of the diocese.  
Two Poor Handmaids were on 
the organizing committee.  Sister 
Frances Gallinatti was in charge 
of the medical team.  Sister Edith 
Schneider, besides writing hundreds 
of pages as secretary for about 20 
organizational meetings, was on 
the publicity team and in one of the 
four missionary groups who helped 
prepare non-CEB members for their 
responsibilities.

The national encounter of CEB 
is held every four years.  The 
delegates come with evaluations 
from their local communities, 
review where we have been, 
set priorities for the future and 
celebrate together.  The charism 
of the CEB includes Bible-based 
spirituality that unites faith and  life 
experiences, and concerted work 
for a more just society.

After two years of animated 
preparation, 2,500 delegates from 
all 55 dioceses where CEB are 
present descended on Coatzacoalcos 
Diocese for the opening event on 
February 26.  What a beautiful 
gathering!  For the next three days, 
the real work of the delegates, 
distributed in 15 parishes, took 

place.  The experience revealed that 
the CEB, much stronger in the 60’s 
and 70’s than now, still has on-going 
ability to convoke persons of every 
age group.

On March 1 everybody came 
together to celebrate and publicly 
commit to the priorities worked on 
during the week.  Ecology, human 
rights, and youth, fed by a Biblical 
spirituality, will be some of the 
ongoing priorities. 

Sister Edith will have the great 
joy of participating in the Latin 
American Encounter in Bolivia 
July 1-5 of this year.

How could a Poor Handmaid not 
feel at home with the Christian 
Base Communities!  Here we 
experience the circular model 
of Church: all materials are in 
inclusive language, there is a clear 
option for the poor and defenseless 
and for helping create a more just 
society, and all is expressed in rich 
use of symbols and color.

-	Sister Edith Schneider, PHJC



� | Word Gathering

Development Services Working Group

creates philanthropic opportunities for donors.  Those 
philanthropic opportunities are targeted to donors who 
are committed to the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ 
values and beliefs.  Potential donors are invited to share 
their financial resources as well as their time and talent.

Meetings are held four times a year and any ministry 
leader or co-worker responsible for Development-
related ministry activity is invited to participate.  
Current members include: Sister Virginia Kampwerth, 
Sister Mary Jo Shingler, Brother Bob Overland, 
Todd Zeltwanger, Loretta Peters, Maria Burk, Meg 
Distler, Toni Mola, Renae Brantley, Kristen Siuba and 
Trish Alt, who serves as the convener.  The Working 
Group is a classic example of collaboration because 
fundraising successes and challenges are being 
shared for the benefit of all ministries.  According 
to Brother Bob Overland, “The Working Group is a 
wonderful reflection of the Ministry Model, which has 
collaboration at its core.”

Members of the Working Group receive updates on 
topics of concern to donors as well as suggestions 
for making every encounter a donor cultivation 
opportunity.  Details of the activities of the Working 
Group are communicated on a regular basis to all 
ministry leaders.

When we talk about Development, or what most of 
us refer to as fundraising, we rarely think of it from a 
spiritual perspective.  Most of us relate fundraising to 
attending the PHJC Bazaar and buying raffle tickets.  
We send a check in response to a letter of appeal from 
one of the ministries or we donate food and clothing to 
Sojourner Truth House. 

We frequently regard fundraising as an activity that 
is required if we wish to provide for the financial 
sustainability of the Poor Handmaid ministries.  We 
typically don’t think of fundraising as the cultivation 
of donors with charitable intent who share our passion 
for the mission of our ministries.  In fact, Development 
is about creating an opportunity and extending an 
invitation to other people whose lives have been 
touched by the Poor Handmaids, to share their resources 
and participate in the family of Catherine’s charism.

In January of 2007, a new Development Services team 
was created at Ancilla Systems to provide fundraising 
expertise to our PHJC ministries.  All ministry leaders 
were invited to attend a Development Services Kick-
Off Meeting in August of 2007.  The purpose of the 
Kick-Off was to explore the ministry of Development 
and the exciting possibilities associated with the long-
term sustainability of the PHJC ministries. 

We discussed the Spirituality of Development and 
how it relates to our efforts as partners in the work of 
the Spirit.  We also evaluated the potential impact of 
popular Development activities and their effectiveness 
as they relate to the fundraising projects of our PHJC 
ministries.  The participants at the Kick-Off agreed to 
create a Development Services Working Group.

The Development Services Working Group serves 
in an advisory capacity to identify, prioritize and 
coordinate the implementation of Development best 
practices and strategies that have the potential to 
contribute to the financial sustainability of the Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ ministries.

The purpose of the Development Services Working 
Group is to provide a collaborative framework 
that promotes the spirituality of Development and 

Back row: Dr. Ron May, Trish Alt, Meg Distler Brother 
Bob Overland, Sister Virginia Kampwerth, Toni Mola, 
Loretta Peters 
Front row: Renae Brantley, Kristen Siuba, Maria Burk 
Not pictured: Todd Zeltwanger and Sister Mary Jo 
Shingler

Development
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10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

PHJC Ministry Center – Donaldson, IN  (7 miles west of Plymouth and 2 miles south of U.S. �0)

Homemade Foods • Craft Booths • Children’s Games • Bingo

a BiG RaFFle for:  Handmade Quilts • afghans • Prizes Galore!

Booth spaces available.
For more information, 

please call (574) 936–9936.

Sunday, September 14, 2008

64th  

annual

Development strategies for the Development Services 
Working Group will be reviewed annually.  Those 
strategies may include:

•  Assisting with the creation of a Development Plan 
for those ministries which engage in fundraising 
activities to underwrite ministry operations.

•  Scheduling Development training as requested.

•  Maintaining a Central Calendar of Development 
activities on the Intranet [www.lindenleaf.org]

•  Implementing a basic Wills and Bequest Program.

•  Providing donors with flexible options for making 
gifts.

A variety of fundraising tools are currently being 
utilized to assist those ministries who rely on the 
generosity of donors to provide for their operating 
support.  Ministry leaders are encouraged to draft 
a case statement, complete a development plan and 
conduct a donor survey.

The case statement is a document that explains the 
mission of the ministry and describes how this ministry 
benefits the community.  “The listening and responding 
to the geographic community being served by the 
ministries is a vital part of community benefit and the 
Development Services Working Group furthers that 
process,” according to Brother Bob.  The case statement 
also invites donors to support the ministry.

The ministry development plan ensures that the critical 
details for the implementation of a fundraising activity 
are carefully planned.  The donor survey provides 
valuable information to evaluate donor experiences 
with fundraising activities.  Sister Virginia Kampwerth 
commented that, “We appreciate the way so many 
people are joining us in helping others.  This is a 
way to bring goodness into our world today, that will 
continue into the future.”

Toni Mola, Administrator of Ancilla Systems 
Incorporated states, “The Development Services 
Working Group has created an awareness of the 
exciting process of providing for the financial 
sustainability of the ministries.  Important 
development tools like the case statements and 
development plans have been designed to help the 
ministries achieve their fundraising goals.”

When Blessed Catherine Kasper founded the Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ, she created a vision 
of service that endures today.  To create future 
sustainability for that vision requires the financial 
support of donors whose lives have been touched 
by the Sisters.  We can use our development best 
practices to insure that the vision continues for future 
generations.

-	Trish Alt, ASI Director of Development Services

Development
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Reflections/Memories from our Jubilarians

Jubilarians2008

Special Feature

[ 75 Years \

Sister Mary Cyril Coesens

I eagerly looked forward to 
December 7, 1930.  My first day 
as a Postulant was a cold snowy 
day.  As I started my journey 
in religious life I prayed and 
hoped God would continue to 
give me the grace to become a 
Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ, 

ministring as a nurse.

When given my first assignment I was asked to teach 
for a year.  I enjoyed teaching but still had thoughts 
of nursing.

After 43 years as a teacher my ministry in healthcare 
began at Catherine Kasper Home.  At the present time 
I’m enjoying with faith and hope the hundred fold as a 
resident at Catherine Kasper Home.  I pray daily that 
the future of the Poor Handmaids will continue as we 
meet the changing needs of humanity.

Sister Jeanette Cyr

After serving as a bookkeeper 
at various institutions, when my 
superior asked me what I would 
like to do next, I replied, “I’d like 
to serve the elderly.”  From 1971 
to 1978 I was a home nurse for 
Catholic Charities, in Chicago.

Then I began service to the elderly and homeless at 
St. Matthias Parish, Chicago, where I remained until 
my 85th birthday.  There I organized an outreach 
program of over 200 parishioners mentoring them in 
ministering to the homebound and those in hospitals. 

In more recent years, I never hesitate to inform those 
around me that God is good and has always blessed 
me.  I have enjoyed all that I have done throughout 
my life.  I am happy and content with my life now 

and I know what a wonderful family I have here at the 
Catherine Kasper Home.

Sister Longinia Pobiedzinski

What a gift membership is in 
the Community of the Poor 
Handmaids.  Early on, the Poor 
Handmaids nurtured my physical, 
social, and spiritual development.  
My gratitude to the grade school 
teachers at St. Joseph School, 
Mishawaka; to Sister Symphoria 

and all the teachers at Ancilla Domini High School 
and to the many Sisters I have lived with.  I thank God 
for these mentors over the past 75 years.

I also thank God for the gifts of an education, for work 
and leisure, and for many opportunities to express 
my creative itch, especially related to teaching home 
economics – food preparation and service, clothing 
construction and the needle arts. I also enjoyed my 
years of teaching physical education to highschool 
students. I further expressed my creativity when I had 
the opportunity for flower arranging when sacristan. 
All these gifts are from God and used to honor and 
glorify God, the Master Artist.

My greatest joy this Jubilee year is reviewing how 
lavishly God has blessed us.  I trust in his mercy and 
graciousness, that he will continue to help us grow in 
his love, accepting the need to change with the times 
to effectively continue serving with “attentive ear 
and courageous heart” attuned to the direction of the 
Holy Spirit.
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[ 70 Years \

Sister Jeanne Koehler

It really feels like “yesterday” that 
I as a child was dreaming about 
being a dancer.  Now that I’m 90, 
I reflect on yesterday and today 
and I see so clearly how I’m still 
dancing for God, a dancer not 
on a worldly stage but a spiritual 
one.  Along with my childhood 

dream of becoming a ballerina, I also wanted to be a 
teacher. That too, became a reality for over 60 years.

I have taught many levels: first grade for 16 years, 
then fourth grade, a principal, high school, college, 
adult level as a Pastoral Associate, and a spiritual 
director and counselor.  All of these years have been 
truly blessed.  I loved what I was doing and most of all 
I cared about the people I ministered to.  

I have always found the title of Mother Mary’s 
book, With Attentive Ear and Courageous Heart, so 
meaningful.  Just like Mother Mary, one needs to have 
an attentive ear to what God is saying as well as a 
courageous heart to follow what He is directing.

I sincerely hope to keep on dancing with our Lord, 
Mother Mary, and the whole Spiritual Family of 
Catherine into eternity.

Sister Vivian Brand

My years as a Poor Handmaid 
of Jesus Christ have been a time 
of joy, peace and challenges.  
In all of it I have found God’s 
loving Providence directing 
me, sometimes obscurely, but 
always surely.  The community, 
my family and friends were a 

constant support for which I am most grateful.

Serving God’s poor in the education ministry was 
rewarding, especially at Ancilla College.  Helping the 
students attain marketable skills to support themselves 
and their families was very fulfilling.

Our community works with “attentive ear and 
courageous heart” to discern where we are needed 
today and I believe, our loving God will direct us for 
the good of his people.

[ 60 Years \

Sister Laura Banet

Cheers!!  All my years before and 
after becoming a PHJC have been 
full of growth. 

Upon entering the convent with 
my classmates we were eager to 
follow Mother Mary Kasper.  I 
was an elementary teacher in our 

missions for 38 years.  For about 20 years I have been 
a chaplain and receptionist here in my hometown, Fort 
Wayne. I fill in many hours at the hospital and stitch 
cancer pads, etc. I am never bored. 

Each area of work gave me the nourishment for the 
next place. It was part of the metamorphosis that will 
prepare me for my flight to the largest PHJC mission 
in heaven. 

Gratefully, I acknowledge all the Poor Handmaids, my 
cousin, Sister Willamina, and all who mentored and 
pushed me during these 60 years to make my life full 
and happy.  We are here to look back but also to look 
forward in doing God’s will in these changing times.  
Sixty cheers for all that has been packed into these 
years and for all that lies ahead.

Sister Marjaleen Kelley

I am very grateful to all those who 
have been instruments of God’s 
love to me … my parents and the 
Poor Handmaids who taught me 
at St. Marks.  As a teacher for 57 
years – respect for God – others 
– and myself, filled my intentions.

My motto is “If I could, I would.”  My 60 years as a 
Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ are filled with many 
blessings and years of happiness in His service.
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At the present time our ministries have increased to 
include many different fields.  I wish more Sisters 
could have stayed in the teaching field.  When all 
grades were guided by Sisters, a unity of learning was 
established, and vocations resulted from the example 
of the Sisters who taught.

My greatest enjoyment of my Jubilee year is being 
thankful for following in the footsteps of Mother Mary 
Catherine Kasper and Our Blessed Mother … to both 
I want to say “Behold the handmaid of the Lord be it 
done according to God’s will.”

Sister Teresa Schleper

These 60 years as a Poor 
Handmaid of Jesus Christ have 
passed so quickly.  I have many 
happy memories of my ministry 
in food service working with 
and helping many wonderful 
people. I have cooked and baked 
in hospital kitchens, at the 

Motherhouse for big occasions such as receptions and 
profession days and also in small convents.  I also 
enjoyed volunteering in clerical work for some years.    

I value being a Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ.  As 
a congregation, we have experienced many changes 
in religious life as I have in my ministries.  Now in 
my retirement, I have more time for prayer, sewing 
projects, helping other Sisters and residents here at 
Catherine Kasper Home, and enjoying God’s beauty 
in nature.  I pray every day to keep a good mind, good 
eye sight, and good hearing so as to be available to 
help others.

I have experienced several real miracles in my life 
– God is so good. Prayer is so powerful and I am 
grateful to God for my family, and the family of 
PHJCs and for so many!

I continue to pray for more members to our three 
expressions of the Spiritual Family of Catherine: our 
Community of Poor Handmaids, the Associate Com-
munity, and the Fiat Spiritus Community.  We all work 
to continue the ministry that Blessed Mary Catherine 
started many years ago – to help others in their needs.

[ 50 Years \

Sister Carleen Wrasman

I remember those very special 
days, reception, first vows, and 
final vows, and the day of going 
to my first mission.  Every place 
I lived has its memories.  In 
particular I remember playing the 
organ at St. Catherine of Siena, 
Hammond, St. Vincent Villa, 

Fort Wayne, St. Boniface, Edwardsville, St. Henry’s 
Chicago, and now here at Donaldson. 

Life has been good.  Each assignment called for more 
talents than I thought I had and each called for new 
growth and change.  One of my greatest joys was 
visitation while a Provincial Councilor.  It was easy 
during these visits to see why God loves each Sister.  
At the present time it is more important than ever to 
live the values of the PHJCs since often there are only 
a few Poor Handmaids or perhaps only one of us, in 
our various ministries.

My greatest joy was celebrating with my family on 
May 17.  It was good to have my family at Donaldson, 
to celebrate with the liturgy and the jubilee meal.  
Another great joy will be to celebrate with my PHJC 
Sisters in July.  I will also look forward to and enjoy a 
quiet weekend after jubilee to ponder its meaning.

Sister Mary Baird

When Sr. Mary was asked to 
reflect on her vocation and the 
past 50 years, she responded with 
this story.

Every good story begins with a 
picture for your mind’s eye. 

This one begins with two women, one seated and one 
standing in an open convent window talking to each 
other and to two high school girls outside.

The day is warm and so are the faces of these women. 
As they laugh their talk grows warm and inviting.
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This talking goes on for a time and as the seasons 
change, so do the words and soon the two high 
schoolers are off to college.

With the arrival of the next spring comes the 
announcement that the girls would like to join the 
women in their community. By August this happens 
and with trepidation the younger women travel north 
to the big house, the convent home for all their women 
in the country.

The days of training and learning pass and soon the 
two younger women are “missioned.”

They move through the years with Grace and come 
to crossroads where they part…one to go back south, 
eventually to marry, the other to continue being 
missioned.

With the years the convented one becomes a teacher, 
a student, a photographer, a gardener, a naturalist , 
a builder…and seems to float with Spirit…moving 
this way and that. More of a loner, her connection 
with nature deepens and paths not “natural” for these 
women open to her.

At 25 years into the journey, she finds life changing 
as Church awakens to its original way of being in the 
world.  This new Church feels right and her reading 
and thinking move her to other places and to other 
ministries.

At 50 years, Grace steadily becomes her as new 
friends and new communities emerge. The time is 
good and work goes on and it all “makes sense.”

What is there to say about a life? There is no such 
thing as “My Life.” There is only Life.

Sister Mary Josef Shingler

All I know is that my life as a 
PHJC has been one continuous 
blessing.  And jubilee is a time 
to recall and give thanks for all 
the blessings of the past 50 years.  
But where does one begin?  First, 
of course, is gratitude to God for 
calling me so many years ago to 

be a Poor Handmaid.  And then there is family who 
have been so supportive, the many Sisters who have 
lovingly demonstrated the mission and charism which 
are ours as Poor Handmaids, and the congregation 
which has called me to live out that charism in a 
multitude of ways. 

I have been blessed with the challenges of a variety of 
ministries.  In my youthful days I thought I would be a 
teacher forever.  What a wonderful ministry that was!  
Not too much later I was called to be a principal.  In 
1984 I began recognizing that ministry to Community 
could be as blessed and rewarding as teaching as 
I served as Treasurer, in Leadership and now in 
Development. 

The Poor Handmaids have always responded to the 
needs of others, and that will certainly continue—
service of others in the following of Christ.   As 
we look to the future I see the entire congregation 
recognizing more and more the beauty as well as 
the challenges of internationality.  And with our 
endorsement of the Earth Charter I believe we will not 
only be an international community but also a global 
community in relationship with all of creation,

Sister Michelle Dermody

Fifty years a Golden Jubilarian, 
a Sister 50 years, just to say that 
even makes me exclaim, “You 
have to be kidding!”

Believe me when I say I have 
covered a lot of territory since 
that beginning.  The role of 

teacher took me from the little people in grades 1 
and 2 to the older students of all ages.  I thoroughly 
enjoyed my life as a classroom teacher, a Director 
of Religious Education, a Director of Continuing 
Christian Education, Youth Minister, Pastoral Minister 
and whatever there was in between.  Students and 
adults have taught me to love the Jesus of reality, the 
earth, all that constitutes living.  As a Poor Handmaid 
I had the privilege to spend time with our Sisters in 
England.  This was ever so good an experience.
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Ancilla College 
Celebrates 41st 
Graduating Class
Ancilla College graduated their 41st class in school 
history on Saturday, May 3, at the Ancilla Domini 
Chapel.

Dr. Ken Crane, Associate Professor of Sociology and 
Division of History, Behavioral Science, and History 
Chair, served as the keynote speaker for the event.

Ninety of the 119 applicants for graduation attended 
the ceremony.

A reception organized by the Ancilla Alumni 
Association followed, as Ancilla faculty, staff, 
students, and their families gathered in Cana Hall for 
fellowship and refreshments.

“Commencement is an annual event that we as 
academics look forward to,” said Dr. Ron May, Ancilla 
College President.  “It is an affirmation of what we 
work towards in our careers in helping students grow 
and develop.  For our graduates, it’s a time in which 
they are either prepared to go into the world of work 
or on to their further degree work.  We congratulate 
our graduates and wish them well.”

-	James Drzewiecki, Men’s Sports Information Director, 
Ancilla College

Members of Ancilla College’s Class of 2008 during 
commencement.

Our future as Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ will 
probably never return to the life style it was “in my 
day” yet, that is not so bad. The Spirit of Mother 
Mary Kasper is vibrant, alive and well with many new 
forms of community. We are now proud to be more 
inclusive and use the term “The Family of Catherine” 
as the Associate Community and the Fiat Spiritus 
Community live out the charism of Catherine Kasper.

I love life and am extremely proud to say I am a 
Golden Girl.  Would I do it all over again? Yes, in a 
heartbeat!

[ 25 Years \

Sister Celine George

The greatest day I remember is my 
commitment day to the Lord as a 
PHJC.  I had always treasured the 
thought of being a handmaid of 
the Lord for I had long cherished 
becoming a religious even from 
my childhood days. 

I thank first of all the Lord for having guided me 
through all the days of my life with his unconditional 
love.  I have always had the single thought and 
intention to live for the Lord wherever I am.  I have 
ministered as a nurse for the past many years serving 
the Lord in the sick and those in need of healing.

As a member of the PHJC congregation I admire 
and thank my community for supporting me in my 
commitment.  I am deeply grateful to the members of 
the American province and, of course, primarily to my 
own province in India for all that my Sisters have been 
to me.

I always look with hope that we spread the good 
news of the Lord through our various ministries and 
especially through our life of prayer and fidelity.  I 
pray that our community becomes the visible presence 
of God’s love to people through our handmaid 
charism.  And may our prayer life and simplicity, like 
that of Mary and Catherine Kasper, lead us to be her 
humble daughters.  “I am the handmaid of the Lord.” 
(Luke 1:38)
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You have the option of using your VISA or MasterCard to make your donations.  
For some of our donors, this is a more convenient way to give.  By using a 
credit card, you can eliminate the need for check-writing each donation.  To 
assure accuracy, you will receive a receipt from the credit card company and a 
receipt from the Development Office.  Thank you for your support.

Making a 
Donation 
is Easy!

Poor Handmaids Create a Master Plan for the 
PHJC Ministry Center 

Ministry Center

The Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ and several of 
their ministries are looking to the future by creating 
a Master Plan.  Exciting changes are in store for the 
PHJC Ministry Center, including new buildings, 
additions and renovations.

A Master Plan was needed because Provincial 
Leadership received several requests from various 
ministries at the Ministry Center that had campus-wide 
ramifications.  Leadership formed a Planning Steering 
Committee and hired a facilitator from the architectural 
firm, Morrison Kattman Menze Inc., Fort Wayne, to 
create a long-range Master Plan.  The Planning Steering 
Committee asked the ministries on campus to project 
their needs for the future.  Through a two-year process, 
these needs were reviewed and have evolved into a 
plan.  The congregation’s Mission, Vision and Values 
Statements, goals, and the Themes and Directional 
Statements of their last Chapter as well as the Earth 
Charter were important guides in creating this plan. 

While each ministry had a dream of its own, the process 
has demonstrated collaboration between many of the 
ministries.  Since some of the changes impact the 
campus as a whole, several groups and committees 
reviewed the plans.  Input was solicited from the Sisters 
throughout the process and regular updates have been 
given to the Sisters, co-workers and residents.

Lindenwood Retreat and Conference Center is making 
plans for an addition to Villa Maria that will house new 
offices, meeting and conference rooms, a bookstore and 
lounge. Building may start mid-summer 2008.

As part of their five-year strategic plan, Ancilla 
College plans to build an on-campus student and 
residential life building.  This building could house 
300 students and include a student center. 

In order to reduce campus traffic and provide storage 
for  all the campus entities a new Central Receiving  
and Storage building will be built, starting mid-
summer 2008.  

The new Earthworks’ greenhouses will be an 
example of collaboration among PHJC ministries.  
Ancilla College may use the greenhouses as part 
of its horticultural class.  Scraps from the Ministry 
Center kitchen can be used for compost and the 
possibility of growing organic vegetables year-round 
will contribute to the overall sustainability of the 
Ministry Center campus.   

Plans have been drawn for the handicapped accessible 
elevator for the Ministry Center front entrance.  
The elevator, located on the south side of the front 
entrance, will not disturb the beautiful front entrance. 
The reception area also will be reconfigured during 
this renovation to make better use of that space.  This 
project is starting now and should be completed by 
early fall.  

MoonTree Lodge plans are underway.  The old 
building will be torn down and the material recycled. 
The MoonTree Community has found a local 
recycler whose recycling philosophy is very similar 
to theirs. Wind and solar power may be used in the 
new construction.   

Nido Qubein, motivational speaker said “change 
brings opportunity.”  With all the changes happening 
at the PHJC Ministry Center, the opportunities are 
endless.  

-	 Julie Dowd, Communications Director 
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In Memory of Associate Mildred Baird
East Three Associate Mildred (“Millie”) Baird passed away on April 10, 2008 at 
Catherine Kasper Home, Donaldson, Indiana.  She was 98 years old.  Millie is survived 
by three daughters, including Sister Mary Baird, PHJC.  Her other daughters and their 
spouses are Nancy and James Holderread and Sally and Ben Butler.  Also surviving 
Millie is a brother and sister-in-law, James and Sandy Vanzo.  Millie is also survived 
by six grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren.

Millie was born in Edwardsville, Illinois, and lived many years in Tucson, Arizona, 
before moving to Maria Center in Donaldson.  Throughout her life she belonged to 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Edwardsville, the Daughters of Isabella, Holy Trinity 

Ladies Club-Sacristan in Tucson, and volunteered many years at St. Elizabeth of Hungary Clinic in Tucson.  

Millie was one of the founding Associates in 1983. She received special recognition for 20 years as an Associate 
in 2003 and this year marked her 25th year as an Associate.  

Millie’s Mass of Christian Burial was at St. Boniface Catholic Church in Edwardsville, with interment in 
Calvary Cemetery in Glen Carbon on April 18.  May Millie rest in peace.

In Memory of Sister Claudine Magolske, PHJC 
Sister Claudine Magolske, PHJC passed away on April 19, 2008 at the St. Joseph 
Regional Medical Center, Plymouth, Indiana.  She was born Margaret Rose Magolske 
to Walter and Rose Magolske on November 16, 1922 in Mishawaka, Indiana.  She 
entered the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ community and professed her first vows on 
June 25, 1946.

Sister Claudine cared for many residents in healthcare facilities such as St. Vincent 
Home, Belleville, IL; St. Vincent Home, Quincy, IL; Sacred Heart Home, Aviston, 
IL; St. Joseph Hospital, Fort Wayne, IN; and Meredith Memorial Home, Belleville, 
IL.  She also served as a housekeeper and switchboard operator at the Motherhouse in 

Donaldson for over 30 years.

She retired to the Catherine Kasper Home in 2004.  May she rest in peace. 

In Memory of Sister Helen Wojciechowicz, PHJC 
Sister Helen Wojciechowicz, PHJC passed away on March 26, 2008 at the St. Joseph 
Regional Medical Center, Plymouth, Indiana.  She was born to Phil and Mary Agnes 
Wojciechowicz on June 25, 1940 in Chicago, Illinois.  She entered the Poor Handmaids 
of Jesus Christ community and professed her first vows on July 16, 1961.  

Sister Helen ministered as a nurse at various PHJC Hospitals in Illinois and Indiana 
which included: St. Anne, Chicago; St. Catherine, East Chicago; St. Joseph, 
Mishawaka; St. Mary Mercy, Gary; and St. Joseph, Fort Wayne.  She also ministered at 
Angel Guardian Orphanage, Chicago.  She then provided Community service until she 
retired to the Catherine Kasper Home in 1988. May she rest in peace!

In Memory
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In Memory of 
Associate Catherine 
Shollenberger

East One Associate Catherine 
(“Katie”) Shollenberger 
passed away on February 14, 
2008 in Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
following a lengthy illness.  
She was 83 years old.  She 
is survived by her children 
and their spouses (Susan and 
Hassan Kamara, Mark and 
Sue Shollenberger, Karen 

Shollenberger, and Karen Bacon), her granddaughters 
(Jenaba, Bree, Kay and Grace), her sister and brother-
in-law (Christine and John Byrde), and several nieces 
and nephews. 

Katie became an Associate in 2000, making her First 
Commitment in the Chapel of St. Joseph Hospital, 
Fort Wayne.  In 2005, she received special recognition 
for her five years in the Associate Community. In 
2002, she traveled with a group of Associates, a PHJC 
Sister, and friends on a pilgrimage to Dernbach, 
Germany and to Rome.  She enjoyed visiting the Poor 
Handmaid of Jesus Christ Motherhouse in Dernbach, 
visiting the Heilborn Chapel, and seeing first-hand 
where  Blessed Catherine Kasper lived.

Katie had worked as a teacher’s aide for twenty years 
in the Fort Wayne Community Schools.  She was an 
active volunteer in her community.  She was a Girl 
Scout Leader, a volunteer in St. Peter’s Parish, a 
Little League volunteer and a volunteer for St. Jude’s 
Hospital.  She also was an active participant in the 
Associate/Sister Community in the East One Region.  

Katie’s Mass of Christian Burial was at St. Peter’s 
Catholic Church, and she was laid to rest at Catholic 
Cemetery, Fort Wayne on February 18.  May Katie 
rest in peace.

In Memory of Associate 
Kathleen Druffel

Quincy Associate Kathleen 
(“Katie”) Druffel, 82, passed 
away in Quincy, Illinois 
on March 28, 2008.  She is 
survived by her husband, 
Robert Druffel; eight children 
and their spouses (Susan 
Peters, Daniel & Brenda 
Peters, James Peters, Gary 
Mohrman, Nicholas and Doris 

Peters, Michael and Bonnie Peters, Toby and Patti 
Peters, and Theresa and John Unterfenger.)  She is also 
survived by six stepchildren and their spouses (Diane 
and Gary Smith, Michael and Donna Druffel, Roy 
and Karen Druffel, Dale and Pam Druffel, Ralph and 
Sheila Druffel, and Peggy and Don Rowsey.) She also 
has 14 grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. 

Katie was a significant volunteer in her community, 
and was recognized for her diligent work by receiving 
the Quincy Exchange Club’s Golden Deeds Award 
and by being named one of KHZA TV’s 7 Who Care.  
She is a past president of the Quincy American Legion 
Auxiliary, the Altar Society of Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church, the Parents and Friends Club of 
Christian Brothers High School and the Quincy 
Deanery Council of Catholic Women.  She had been 
an Avon representative for over 40 years.  She also 
delivered the Quincy Herald-Whig newspaper until 
she was well into her 70s.

Katie made her First Commitment as an Associate in 
1993.  This year is her fifteenth year as an Associate. 

Katie’s Mass of Christian Burial was in Blessed 
Sacrament Catholic Church, and she was laid to rest in 
Calvary Cemetery in Quincy on March 30.  May Katie 
rest in peace.

In Memory
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Justice and the Environment – It’s All About Your 
Cup of Coffee
Yes, it really is!  However you define your morning 
cup of brew – a jumpstart on your day, a last relaxing 
moment before you fly into action, a to-go companion 
on the run . . . it’s important to know that it can be 
more, much more.  Let’s take a look.

Except for petroleum, coffee is the world’s most 
valuable traded commodity, and the United States’ 
largest food import.  (Who would’ve thought??)  The 
coffee that fills your pot in the morning is also a very 
important export product for the countries that grow it.  
Here’s what you need to know about it.

How does coffee get from the grower to you?

Coffee beans grow on trees that form part of the 
understory for larger vegetation.  The beans are 
grown on small farms and large plantations in 
many countries of the world.  

Whether on a large plantation or a small farm, the 
beans are usually purchased in their country of 
origin by a coffee buyer.  (These buyers are called 
“coyotes”, which should probably give you a clue 
about their behavior.)  The coffee then goes to an 
exporter, who sells to a coffee broker in, say, the 
US.  The broker sells to a wholesaler who then 
sells to a coffee company (like Maxwell House) 
which roasts and packages the coffee.  Then the 
coffee company sells to a distributor, who sells to 
the grocery store or coffee shop, where – finally 
– you purchase it for your morning cup of brew.  
If you look back and count (not to worry - I’ll do 
it for you), that’s six steps or middlemen between 
the coffee grower and you.  And each of those 
middlemen takes a share of the profit.  

If the world drinks so much coffee, why aren’t 
coffee growers among the most affluent folks?

Historically, small coffee farmers have been paid 
prices for their harvest that are lower than the 
cost of production, keeping them, their families, 
and their villages in a cycle of debt and poverty.  

(Remember the coyotes?)  The rural nature of 
farming, and the hard work involved in harvesting 
made it near to impossible for farmers to organize 
to demand higher prices for their crops, so they 
were forced to accept what they could get from 
the coyotes.   At the same time, the large coffee 
companies near the end of the chain of production 
inflated the price of finished coffee, keeping the 
lion’s share of the profit.  

Those farmers who could not survive found 
and still find work on large coffee plantations 
where the wages are slightly better (but still well 
below minimum wage), but working conditions 
are oppressive and concern for environmental 
sustainability is non-existent.  Plantations also 
frequently impose a harvest quota, causing the 
workers to bring their children to pick in order to 
meet the daily quota.

So, finally, how can your morning coffee make a 
difference?

You can make a very real difference by purchasing 
Fair Trade coffee.

Fair Trade is a social and economic movement that 
insures a fair wage to each worker involved in the 
production of a product.  The movement, since its 
European beginning in the 70s, has helped hundreds 
of small coffee farmers emerge from poverty and 
improve living conditions in their communities.

EarthWorks
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Here’s how it works.  Organizations like TransFair 
USA (and there are more in other countries) have 
established trading principles and criteria that must be 
met if a product is to earn its certification.  

Fair Trade

always pays the coffee farmer and all workers a 
just wage

enables growers to form selling cooperatives 
that make decisions democratically and work to 
improve social and economic conditions in their 
local communities 

enables co-operatives to avoid selling to large 
coffee companies who refuse to pay farmers a 
living wage (down with coyotes!!)

establishes long-term and direct  relationships 
between the cooperatives and the buyers, 
shortening the chain between grower and consumer

requires that coffee growing practices be 
environmentally sustainable, eliminating the use of 
harmful agrochemicals and GMOs, and protecting 
the farmer’s health as well as the health of the land 
for future generations

insures gender equality, paying men and women the 
same fair wage

requires a safe and healthy work environment and 
forbids child labor

When a buyer or a buyers’ 
cooperative meets all of the above 
requirements (and a few more), it 
can earn the Fair Trade certified 
symbol.  Then you, as the ultimate 
consumer, can look for the symbol, 
and be sure that your coffee dollar 
does its good work all the way back 
to the grower.

So how cool is this?  Your morning cup of coffee 
– whether it’s a jumpstart on your day or a to-go 
companion on the run – can be so much more.  

It can be direct action for better conditions for 
impoverished farmers in developing countries.  
You can be sure that a fair portion of the cost of 
that cup actually gets to the farmer.

It can be a vote against big businesses – the ones 
that move their labor offshore where they can pay 
at or below that country’s minimum wage. 

It can be a vote against sweatshop labor conditions 
on huge coffee plantations.  

It can be a vote for a more sustainable world, as 
fair trade farmers are both willing and eager to 
preserve their land for future generations.

You may be interested to know that Earthworks, 
a ministry sponsored by the Poor Handmaids, has 
organized an educational booth at the Plymouth 
Farmer’s Market.  The booth is dedicated to teaching 
folks about Fair Trade coffee.  Earthworks sells 
brewed coffee and packaged coffee at the booth, as 
well as offering handouts and videos to educate the 
general public.

Earthworks buys roasted coffee beans from Just 
Coffee, an importing and roasting cooperative in 
Madison, Wisconsin.  We chose this company because 
of their clear commitment to the principles of Fair 
Trade, and their enthusiastic education about Fair 
Trade.  Just Coffee knows their growers, visits them, 
takes an active part in the improvement of their 
communities, and encourages ongoing development of 
the growers’ cooperatives.

Just Coffee also maintains a very informative website.  
We encourage you to visit them at:  
www.justcoffee.coop.

-	Sister Sue Rogers, RSCJ, Director of Earthworks

EarthWorks

http://www.poorhandmaids.org/
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This&That
PHJC Ministry Center Celebrates Earth Day

This & That

Members of the Global warming panel for the 
Ministry Center Earth Day Celebration: 
(from left to right) Brian Dixon, Coordinator of 
Facilities and Grounds Services; Kristin Korcha, 
professor, Ancilla College;  Chelsea Howard, 
Ancilla College student;  Rev Sam Boys, Ancilla 
College professor;  Krista Everdon, Ancilla 
College student;  Cindy Garver, Activities Director, 
Catherine Kasper Life Center.

Dr. Ron May,  
president of Ancilla 
College, and Sister 
Nora Hahn, PHJC 
provincial, sign the 
Sky Petition, a letter to 
Congress calling for 
swift action on global 
warming issues.

Lindenwood Labyrinth – Sunday May 4, 
2008 was a beautiful day for the Ceremony of 
Blessing for the completed outdoor labyrinth at 
the Lindenwood Retreat Center.  The Holy Spirit 
was with us in keeping the rain away and it was a 
lovely, sunny day.  Over 100 people attended the 
Lunch at the Labyrinth event and enjoyed a light 
luncheon.  At 1:00 p.m. a Call to the Labyrinth was 
given with the Reverend Dr. Sam Boys playing 
the didgeridoo and Jason Greve drumming the 
Community drum.  Loretta Peters, Director of 
Lindenwood, offered a welcome and Reverend 
Boys opened with a prayer of blessing.  Sister 
Mary Baird, PHJC, gave a wonderful offering of 
honoring the four directions, and Machelle Lee 
performed a beautiful dance of blessing.  All were 
then invited by May Crider of Lindenwood, to 
walk the labyrinth and place a flower at the center.  
Though it was truly a day of blessing,  the blessings 
started long before May 4 – with the very generous 
donations from friends of Lindenwood that made it 
possible to restore the outdoor labyrinth.  We thank 
you!  Please come at any time and meditate with a 
walk through the labyrinth. 

Reverend Sam Boys 
played the didgeridoo 
and Jason Greves 
the drum during the 
Labyrinth Blessing.


